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Committee Report No. 1 


An Ordinance 


ACCEPTING THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF 


H 
hi 


THE ENABLING ACT. 


BE IT: ORD AINED By the Constitutional Convention of the 


Proposed State of Oklahoma, that said Constitutional Convention do, by 
ordinance irrevocable, accept the terms and conditions of an act of the 
Congress of the United States, entitled “An Act to enable mepe of 
Oklahoma and the Indian Territory to form a Constitution and State gov- 
ernment and be admitted into the Union on an equal footing with the orig- 


t 7 " ` 
inal States; and to enable the people of New Mexico and of Arizona to form 


a Constitution and State government and be admitted into the Union on an ` 


- 
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equal footing with the original States," approved on June the Sixteenth, 


“Anno Domini, Nineteen Hundred and Six. 
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Committee Report No. 3 


Federal Relations - 
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1 Section 1. Perfect toleration of religious sentiment shal] be secured, 
2 and no inhabitant of the State shall ever be molested ip person or property 
a on account of his or her mode of religious worship; but the toleration of 


t 


religious sentiment hereby secured shall not be so construed as to excuse 


acts of licentiousness or indecency, nor to justify practices inconsistent with 


amr 


the good morals, good order, peace or safety of the State, or with the rights 


I 
or political rights. - Polygamous or plural marriages aré forever prohibited. . 


Sec. 2. The manufactute, sale, barter, giving dway, or otherwise fur- 


4 
a 
4 - of others; and no religious test shall be required for the exercise of civil 


nishing, except as héreinsfter provided, of Intoxi@atie idiots within those 
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parts of the State, heretofore known as the Indian Territory and the Osage 
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Indian Reservation, and within any other parts of the State which existed 


as Indian reservations on the first day of January, Nineteen Hundred and 


Six, is prohibited for a period of twenty-one years from the date of the 


e 


admission of the State into the Union, and thereafter until the people of 
the State shall otherwise provide by amendment of this Constitution and 
proper State legislation. Any person, individual or corporate, who shall 


manufacture, sell, barter, give away or otherwise furnish any intoxicating 


liguor of any kind, including beer, ale and wine, contrary to provisions of 
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this section, or who | shall, within the above-described portion of the 
State, advertise for sale or solicit the purchase of any such liquors, or who 
at ship or in any way convey such liquors from other parts of the State- 
into the portions hereinbefore described, shall be punished, on conviction: 
thereof, by fine not less than fifty dollars and by imprisonment not less 
than thirty days for each offense; Provided, That the Legislature may pro- 
vide by law for one agency ünder the supervision of the State in each in- 


corporated town of not less than two thousand population, in the portions 


of the State hereinbefore described; and if there be no incorporated town 
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of two thousand population in any county in said portions of the State, 


A 


such county shall be entitled to have one such agency, for the sale of such 
liquors for medicinal purposes, and for the sale, for industrial purposes, of 
a:cohol which shall have been denaturized by some process approved by 
the United States Commissioner of Internal Revenue; and for the sale of 


alcohol for scientific purposes to such scientific institutions, universities 


ps 
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and colleges as are authorized to procure the same free of tax under the 
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laws of the United States; and for the sale of such liquors to any apothe- 


cary who shall have executed an approved bond, in a sum not less than 


one thousand dollars, conditioned that none of such liquors shall be used 
or dísposed of for any purpose other than in the compounding of prescrip- 


tions or other medicines, the sale of which would not subject him to the. 


t 


$ 
payment of the special tax required of liquor dealers by the United States, 


fe 
and the payment of such special tax by any person within the parts of the 
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State hereinabove, defined shall constitute prima facie evidence of his in- 
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tention to violate the provisions of this section. No sale shall be made 
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except- upon 'the sworn statement of the applicant in writing, setting forth 


t 


thé'Dürbósé for which the liquor is to be used, and no sale shall be made 
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for medicina] purposes except sales to apothecaries as hereinabove pro- 
vided unless such statement shall be accompanied by a bona fide prescrip- 
tion ened by a —" practicing physician, which prescription shall not 
be filled more than once. Each sale shall be duly registered, and the 
register thereof, together Xn the affidavits and prescriptions pertaining 
thereto, shal] be OPER. to mspection by any officer or citizen of the State 
at all times during business hours. Any person who shall knowingly make 
v, 
a false affidavit for the purpose aforesaid shall be deemed guilty of per- 
jury Any physician who shall prescribe liquor, except for treatment of 
disease which, after his own personal diagnosis, he shall deem to require 
such. treatment, shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished for each of- 


fense by fine of not less than two hundred dollars, or by imprisonment for 


not less than thirty days, or by both such fine and imprisonment; and 


any person connected with any such agency, who shall be convicted of 


making any sale or other disposition of liquor contrary to these provisions, 
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shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than one year and one day. 


1 


Upon the admission of the State into the Union, these provisions shall be 


immediately enforcible in the courts of the State. 
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Sec. 3. The people inhabiting the State do agree and declare that 


they forever disclaim all right and title in or to any unappropriated public 


iq ' 
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lands lying within the boundaries thereof, and to all lands lying within 
said limits owned or held by any Indian, tribe or nation; and that until 
the title to any public land shall have been extinguished by the United 
States, the same shall be and remain subject to the jurisdiction, disposal 
ane control of the United States. Land belonging to citizens of the United 
mees residing without the limits of the State shall never be taxed at a 
higher rate man the lands belonging to residents rod No taxes shall 
be imposed by the State on lands or property belonging to or which may 
hereafter be purchased by the United States or reserved for its use. 

Sec. 4. The debts and liabilities of the Territory of Oklahoma are 
hereby assumed, and shall be paid by the State. 

Sec. 5. Provisions shall be made for the establishment and mainte- 
nance of a system of publie schools, which shall be open to all the children 
of the State and free from sectarian control ; and said schools shall always 


be conducted in English; Provided, That nothing herein shall preclude 


the teaching of other languages in said public schools; And Provided 
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Further, That this shall not be construed to prevent the establishment 
and mainienance of separate schools for white and colored children. 
Sec. 6 The State shali never enact any law restricting or abridging . 


the rigs. of suffrage on amonnt of race, color or previous condition of 
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servitude. 
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Committee Keport No. 4 


Bill of Rights B 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PREAMBLE AND BILL OF RIGHTS. 


4 


MR. PRESIDENT: 


M E 


; 
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We, your Committee on Preamble and Bill of Rights, have bad the 


same under consideration; have considered all of the propositions submit- 


ted by the different delegates in this Convention, and patiently listened to 


the suggestions of all persons who desired to make suggestions with regard 


r 


to the same, and beg leave to submit and recommend the adoption of the 


following: 


BILL OF RIGHTS. 


Section 1. All political power is inherent in the people; and govern- 


x 


ment is instituted for their protection, security and benefit, and to promote 
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1 their general welfare; and they have the right to alter or reform the same 

9 whenever the publie good may require it; Provided, Such change be not 

3 ` repugnant to the Constitution of the United States. 

4 Sec. 2. The State of Oklahoma is an inseparable part of the Federal 

5 Un.on, and the Constitution: of the United States is the supreme law of 

6 the land. 

v N ( 

7 Sec. 3. All persons have the inherent right to life, liberty, the pursuit 

a of happiness, and the enjoyment of the gains of their own industry. 

w 

9 Sec. 4 The people have the right peaceably to assemble for their 
10 own good, and io apply to those invested with the powers of government 

^ 
11 for redress of grievances by petition, address or remonstrance. 
n t 
12 | Sec. 5. No power, civil or military, shall ever interfere to ‘prevent the 
13 free exercise of the right of suffrage by those entitled to such right. - 
14 Sec. 6. No public money or property shall ever be appropriated, ap- 
15 plied, donated, or used, directly or indirectly, for the use, benefit or sup- 
16 port of any sect, church, denomination or system of religion, or for the 
17 use, benefit or support of any priest, preacher, minister or other religious 
, VEL 2. A : n , e 
48 .. teacher, or dignitary, or sectarian institution as such. :;; 
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-the office to which he is elected or appointed. : ie 


Sec. 7. The courts of justice of the State shall be open to every per- 
son, and speedy and certain remedy afforded for every wrong, and for 
every injury to person, property or reputation; and right and justice shall 


be administered without sale, denial, delay or préjudice. 


Sec. 8. No person shall be deprived of life, liberty or property, with- 
out due process of law. 

Sec. 9. All persons shall be bailable by sufficient sureties, except for 
capital offenses when the proof of guilt is evident, or the presumption there- 
of is great. 

Sec. 10. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines im- 
posed, nor cruel or wnusual punishments inflicted. 

Sec. 11. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall never be 
suspended. 

Sec. 12. Every person elected or appointed to any office or employ- 
ment of trust or profit under the laws of the State, or under any ordinance 


of any municipality thereof, shall give personal attention, to the duties “of 


we x 


Sec. 15. No membér of Congress from this State, or person holdteg 
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any office of trust or profit under the laws of any other State, or of the 
United States, shall be eligible to any office of trust or profit under the 


laws of this State. 


Sec. 14. Imprisonment for debt is prohibited, except for the non-pay- 


ment of fines and penalties imposed for the violation of law. 


Sec. 15. The military shall be held in strict subordination to the civil 
authorities. No soldier shall be quartered in any house, in time of peace, 


without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, except in a manner 


to be prescribed by law. 


Sec. 16. No bill of attainder, ex post facto law, nor any law impair- 


| 


Uu 


ing the obligation of contracts, shall ever be passed. No conviction shall 


[4 


work a corruption of blood or forfeiture of estate; Provided, That this 
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provision shall not be construed to prohibit the imposition of pecuniary 


penalties. 
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Sec. 17. Treason against the State shall consist only in levying war 


f 


against it or in adhering to its enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No 


Le - 
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person shall be convicted of treason, unless on the testimony of, two wit- 


nesses.to the same overt act, or on confession in open court. 


(9 


bas 


Sec. 18. No person shall be prosecuted criminally in courts of record 
for felony or misdemeanor otherwise than by presentment or indictment 


or by information. No person shall be prosecuted for a felony by in:or- 


# 
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mation without having had a preliminary examination before an examining 
magistrate, or having waived such preliminary examination. Prosecutions 


may be instituted in courts not of record, upon a duly verified complaint. 


3 
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Sec. 19. A grand jury shall be composed of twelve men, any nine of 
whom coneurring may find an indictment or true bill. A grand jury shall 


be convened: upon the order of a judge of a court having the power to 
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try and determine felonies, upon his own motion; or such grand jury 


shal] be ordered by such judge upon the filing of a petition therefor, signed 
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by one hundred resident taxpayers of the county; when so assembled, such 


grand jury shall have power to investigate and return indictments for 


- 


i 
all character and grades of crime, and such other powers as the Legislá- 
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ture may prescribe; Provided, That the Legislature may make the calling 
of a grand jury compulsory. 


Sec. 20. The right of trial by jury shalt be and remain inviolate, and 


a jury for the trial of civil and criminal cases łu courts of record, other 
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than county court, shall consist of twelve men; but, in county courts and 
courts not of record, a jury shall consist of six men. This ‘section shall 
not be construed as to prevent limitations being fixed by i upon the 
right of appeal from judgments of courts not of record in civil cases con- 
cerning causes of — involving less than twenty dollars. In civil cases, 


and in criminal cases less than felonies, three-fourths of the whole number 


of jurors concurring shall have power to rendef'a verdist. In all other cases 


, the entire number of jurors must coneur to render a verdict. In case a 


verdict is rendered by less than the whole number of jurors, the verdict 
shall be in writing and signed by each juror concurring therein. 


Sec. 21. In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall have the right 


*- 
1 
" 


€ 


to a speedy and pute trial by an impartial jury of the county in which 
the crime shall have been committed; Provided, That the venue may be 
changed to some other county of the State, on the application of the ac- 
cused, in such manner as may be prescribed by law. He shall be informed 
of the nature and cause of the accusation against him and have a copy 
thereof, and be confronted with the witnesses against him, and have com- 


pulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his behalf. He shall have the 
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right to be heard by himself, and his counsel, and in capital cases, at least. 
wvo days before the case is ealled for trial, he shall be furnished with al. 
list of the witnesses that will be called, in chief, to prove the allegations 
of the indictment or information, together with their postoffice addresses. 

Sec. 22. No person shall be compelled to give evidence which will 
tend to incriminate him, except as in this Constitution specifically provided; 
nor shall any person, after being once acquitted by a jury, be again put 


in jeopardy of life or liberty for that of which he has been acquitted. Nor 
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shall any person be twice put in jeopardy of life or hberty for the same 


r 
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offense. 


Sec. 23. Every person may freely speak, write or publish his senti- 


ments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that right; and 


no law shall be passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech or of 


^ 


the press. In all criminal prosecutions for libei, the truth of the matter 


alleged to be libelous may be given ın evidence to the jury, and if it shall 


appear to the jury that the matter charged as libelous be true, and was. 
written or published with good motives and for justifiable ends, the party 


shall be acquitted. 
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Sec. 24. No private property shall be taken or damaged for private 


use, with or without compensation, unless by consent of the owner, 


e 

except for private ways of necessity, or for drains and ditches across lands 
i > f 
T 


of others for agricultural, mining or sanıtary purposes, in such manner 


as may be prescribed by law. 
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Sec 25 Private property shal] not be taken or damaged for publie 
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use without just compensation. Such compensation, irresepctive of any 


benefit from any improvements proposed, shall be ascertained by a jury, 


or board of commissioners, of not less than three free-holders, in such 
manner as may be prescribed by law. The jury, or commissioners, shall 
not be appointed by any judge or court wittion reasonable notice having 
been sérved upon all parties in interest The commissioners shall be se- 


lected from the regular jury list of names prepared and made as the legis- 
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lature shall provide. Any party aggrieved shall have the right of appeal, `. 


without bond, and trial by jury in a court of record. Until the compensa- 


tion shall be paid to the owner, or into court for ‘the owner, the property 


shall not be disturbed, or the proprietary rights of the owner divested. 


£ 


When possession is taken of property condemned for any public ‘use, the wt 
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owner shall be entitled to the immediate receipt of the compensation 


awarded, without prejudice to the right of either party to prosecute further 


i 
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proceedings for the ‘judicial determination of the sufficiency or insuffi- 
ciency of such compensation. The title of land taken for common carriers. 
or right of way, without the consent of the owner, shall remain in svch 
owner, subject only to the use for which it is taken. In all cases of con- 
demnation of private property for publie or private use, the determination 
of the character of the use shall be a judicial question. 

Sec. 26. The Legislature shall pass laws defining contemptis and 
regulating the proceedings and punishment in matters of contempt; Pro- 
vided, That any person accused of violating or disobeying any order of 
injunction or restraint, made or rendered by any court or judge of the 
State shall, before penalty or punishment is imposed, be entitled to @ 
trial by jury as to the guilt or innocence of the accused. In no case shall 
a penalty or punishment be imposed for contempt, until an opportunity 
to be heard is given. 

Sec. 27. The right of a citizen to keep and bear arms in defense of 


his home, person or property, or in aid of the civil power, when thereunto 


A 
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legally summoned, shall never be prohibited; but nothing herein contained 
h 


shall be so construed as to prevent the Legislature from regulating the lo 


carrying Of weapons. 
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Sec 28. Any person having knowledge or possession of facts that tend 


$ 
to establish the guilt of any other person or corporation, charged with an 


g 


offense against the laws of the State, shall not be excused from giving 


T 


testimony or producing evidence, when legally called upon so to do, on the 


H 


ground that it may ténd to incriminate him under the laws of the State; 


i 


but no pérson shall be prosecuted or subjected to any penalty or forfeiture 
for or on account of any transaction, matter or thing concerning which 


he may so testify or produce evidence. 


Li 
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Sec. 29. The records, books and files of all corporations shall be, at 


all times, liable and subject to the full visitorial and inquisitorial powers 
of the State, notwithstanding the immunities and privileges of this Bill 


of Rights, secured to the persons, inhabitants and citizens thereof. 
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Sec. 30. No person shall be transported out of the State for any offense 


committed within the State, nor shall any person be transported out of 


the State for any purpose, without his consent, "except by due process of 
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law; but nothing in this provision shall prevent the operation of extradition 
laws, or the transporting of persons sentenced for crime, to other states 
for the purpose of incarceration. 

Sec. 31. No person or corporation shall import into the State any 


person or persons for the purpose of preserving the peace or the suppres- 


t 


sion of domestic violence, nor shall any person or «corporation engaged in 
the business of common carrier or mining, employ, within the State, inde- 
pendent of the civil authorities, any person or persons for the preservation 


1 


of the peace or suppressing domestic violence; Provided, That nothing in 


$ 
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this section shall prevent railway, river transportation and express com- 
panies from keeping armed guards om board of trains, steamboats and 
barges, to protect property entrusted to them for carriage, and the well 
i 
being of passengers on such trains, steamboats and barges, under such 
regulations as may be prescribed by law. 
Sec. 32. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, 


papers, and effects against unreasonable searches or seizures, shall not. 


be violated; and no warrant shall issue but upon probable cause, .sup- 


ported by oath or affirmation, describing as particularly as may be the 
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place to be searched and the person or thing to be seized. 
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Sec 33. The right of the State to engage in any occupation or busi- 


ness shall not be denied nor prohibited, except that the State shall not 


u 


engage in agriculture for any other than educational and scientifi pur- 


poses and for the support of its penal, charitable and’ “educational insti- 


> 


} 
tutions. 


© 


Sec. 32. The enumeration in, this Constitution of certain rights shall 
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not be ‘construed to deny, impair or disparage others retained by the people. 
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Committee Report No. 5 
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The Initiative and Keferendum 


Section 1. The Legislative authority of the State shall be vested in x 
‘Legislature, consisting of a Senate and a House of Representatives; but 


the people reserve to themselves the power to propose laws and amend- 


ments to the Constitution and to enact or reject the same at the polls inde- 


pendent of the Legislature, and also reserve power, at their own option, to 
approve or reject at Tue polis any act of the Legislature. 
Sec. 2. The first power reserved by the people is the initiative, and 
l 
eight (8) per centum of the legal voters shall have the right to propose | 


any legislative measure, and fifteen (15) per centum of the legal voters 


shall have the right to propose a constitutional amendment, by petition. 
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and every such petition shal] include the full text of the measure so pro- 


posed. The recond power ıs the referendum, ‘ànd it may be ordered (except 


ae 


as to laws necessary for the immediate preservation of thé public peace, 
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health or safety, either iby petition, signed by five (5) per centum of the 
legal voters, or by the Legislature, as other bills are enacted. The ratio 


and per centum of legal voters hereinbefore stated shall be upon the total 


Lu 


number of votes cast at the last general election for the State office receiv- 
ing the highest number of votes at such election. 


Sec. 3. Referendum petitions shall be filed with the Secretary of State 


idw 


not more than ninety (90) days after the final adjournment of the session 
of the Legislature which passed the bill on which the referendum is de- 
manded. 'The veto power, of the Governor shall not extend to measures 
voted on by the jéople. All elections on measures referred to the people 


of the State shall be had at the next general election throughout the State, 


Li 


except when the Legislature or the Governor shall order special election 


for the express purpose of making such reference. Any measure referred 
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to the peoplé shall take effect and be in force when it shall have been 


approved by a majority of the -votes cast thereon, and not otherwise. 
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The style of all bills shall be: “Be It Enacted By the People of the 


State of Oklahoma.” ME. i 

Petitions and orders for the initiative and the retorendum shall be 
filed with the Secretary of State and addressed to the Governor of the 
State, who shall FRERE the same to the people. The Legislature shall 
make suitable provisions for carrying into effect the provisions of this arti- 
ele, and if said Legislature shall fail to make such provisions, or sball 
make inadequate provisions, then the Governor of the State shall, by execn- 
tive order, make such rules as may, be necessary to carry these provisions. 
into effect. 

Sec. 4. The referendum may be demanded by the people against one 
or more items, sections or parts of any act of the Legislature in the same 
manner in which such power may be exercised against a complete act. The 
filing of a referendum petition against one or more items, sections or parts- 


of an act shall not delay the remainder of such act from becoming opera- 


tive. 
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Sec. 5. The powers of the initiative and referendum, reserved to the- 
? ha 


people by this Constitution for the State at large, are hereby further re- 


DE. t 
' served to the iegal voters of every county and district therein, as to all 


local and special legislation and action; in the administration of county 
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and district government ın and for their respective counties and districts. 
: The manner of exercising said powers shall be preseribed by general 


laws, except that Boards of County Commissioners may provide for the time 
: S 
of exercising the initiative and referendum powers, as to local legislation 
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in their respective counties and districts. 
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1 
The requisite number of petitioners for the invocation of the initiative 


t 


and referendum in counties and districts shall bear twice, or double, the 


ratio to the whole number of legal voters in such county or district, as here- 


I 
; in provided therefor in the State at large. 
Sec. 6. A measure rejected by the people through the powers of the’ 
‘ initiative and referendum cannot be again proposed by the initiative and 
xA 
within three years thereafter by less than twenty-five (25) per centum 
‘of the legal voters. VES 
Sec. 7. The reservat:cn of the powers of the initiative and referendum 


in this article shall not deprive the Legislature of the right to propose or 


pass any measure, which may be consistent with the Constitution of the 


en 
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State and the Constitution of the United States. 
Sec. 8. Laws shall be provided to prevent corruption in the making, 


‘prescribing and submission of an initiative and referendum petition. 
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Committee Report No. 6 
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Geological Survey, 


T £ | 
1 Section 1. The Legislature, shall provide by ]aw for the establish- 
T 


2 ment of a State Geological and Economie Survey. 


9 Report of Committee No. 6 adopted January 22, 1907. 


v 
tou 


E 


10 


— 98— 


Committee Reports Nos. 10, IL 12, 13, 14 


17 and 18 


Public Service Corporations 


10 


Section 1. The. defense of contributory negligence or of assumption 
of risk shall, in all cases whatsoever, be a dussion of fact, and shall, at 
al] times, be lett " the jury. 

Committee Report No. 12, adopted January 22, 1907. 

Sec. 2. The right of action to recover damages for injuries resulting 
in death Fe never be abrogated, and the amount recoverable shall not 
be subject to any statutory limitations. 

Committee Report No. 13, adopted January 22, bam 


Sec. 3. Any provision of a contract, express or implied, made by any 


person, by which any of the benefits of this Constitution, or of any law 


18 


17 


made in accordance therewith, is sought to be waived, shall be null and 


void. 
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Committee Report No. 18, adopted January 22, 1907. - 


Sec. 4 Any provision of any tontract or agreement, express or im- 


phed, stipulating for notice or demand other than such as may be provided 


by law, as a condition precedent to establish any claim, demand or liability, 


shall be absolutely null and void. 


Committee Report No. 17, adopted January 22, 1947. 


{ - 
Sec 5. No person or corporation, receiver or other agency, operating 
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a railroad, other than street railroad or electric railroad, in whole or in 


b 


part, within this State, shall demand or receive for first class transporta- 


tion for each passenger, between points within this State on the portion of' 


its road operated within this State, more thàn two cents per mile, until 
, À 
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6 - 
otherwise provided by law; Provided, However, The Corporation Commis- 
sion shall have the power to exempt any railroad from the operation of 


this section upon satisfactory proof that it cannot earn a just compensa- 
4 , 


tion for the services rendered by it to the publie, if not permitted to 
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charge more than two cents per mile for the transportation of passengers 
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witnin this State. 

Committee Report No. 11, adopted January 22, 1907. 

Sec. 6 In all actions to recover damages for personal injuries, or 
where such injuries have resulted in death, the fact that the injured per- 
Son may have been guilty of contributory negligence shall not bar a re- 
covery, but the damages may be diminished by the jury in proportion to 
the amount of negligence attributable to such injured person. 

Committee Report No. 14, adopted January 22, 1907. 
| Sec. 7. The common law doctrine of the fellow-servant, so far as 
it affects the liability of the master for injuries to his servant, resulting 
l 
from the acts or omissions of any other servant or servants of the com- 
mon master, is abrogated as to every employee of every common carrier, 
and every person, firm or corporation engaged in mining in this State; 
and every such ‘employee shall have the same right to recover for every 
injury suffered by him for the acts or omissions of any other employee or 
employees of the common master that a servant would have if such acts 


bS 
or omissions were those of ihe master himself in the performance of a 


non-assignable duty; and when death, whether instantaneous or not, re- 


scd. 


sults to svch employee from any injury for which he could have recovered 


E 


US 


under the above provisions, had not death oceurred, then his legal or 
` 
personal representative, surviving consort or relative, or any trustee, cura- 
tor, comm.ttee or ne of such consort or relatives, shall have the same 
rights and remedies with respect thereto as if death had been caused by 
the negligence of the Haste And every common carrier, and every per- 
Son, firm or corporation dngaded in mining in this State shall be liable 


under the above provisions, for-the acts of its trustees or receivers. 


Nothing contained in this section shall restrict the power of the Legis- 
lature to extend to the employees of any person, firm or corporation, the 


I 4 


rights and remedies herein provided for. 


Committee Report No. 10, adopted February 2, 1907. 
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Committee Report No. 20 


Immigration 


The Legislature shall have no power to appropriate any of the public 


money for the establishment and maintenance of a Bureau of Immigration 


in this State. 


Adopted January 28, 1907. di 


10 
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Committee Report No. 21 


wt 
4 


State Militia — 


Section 1. Thé Legislature shall provide for organizing, disciplining, 


arming, maintaining and equipping the Militia of this State. 
i igs 


Adopted January 28, 1907. ; i T 
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Comittee Report No. 22 


Impeachment 


r 


Section 1. The following persons are disqualified to hold and enjoy 
any office óf honor, trust or profit, either civil or military, under the auth- 
ority of the State of Oklahoma: 

Persons against whom judgment of impeachment shall have been ren- 


dered in the United States, or any State or Territory thereof. 


L4 


+, 


Committee Report No. 26 


Mines and Mining, Oil and Gas 


K 


1 Section 1. The office of Chief Inspector of Mines, Oil and Gas is here- 
i 
9 , by created, and the incumbent of said office shall be known as the Chief 
. fX. 
8 Mine Inspector. The term of said office shall be four years, and no person 
4 shall be eleeted (or appointed) to said office unless he shall have had eight. 
5 years actual experience as a practical miner, and such other qualifications 
; n 
8 as may be prescribed by the Legislature. The Chief Mine Inspector shall 
1. perform the duties, take the oath and execute the bond prescribed by the 
[d 
8 Legislature. i 
Q Sec. 2 It is hereby made the duty of the Legislature to create mining 


i 


10 districts and provide for the appointment or election of an Assistant fn- 


Spector or Inspectors therein, to be under the general control of the Chief 
Mine Inspector, and to define their qualifications and duties and fix their 
compensation. 

Section 3. Boys under the age of sixteen years, and women and girls, 
shall not be employed, zndergrcund, in the operation of mines; and, except 
in cases of emergency, eight hours shall constitute a day’s «work, under- 
ground, in all mines in the State. 


Adopted February 11, 1907. 


10 


Oath of Office 


Section 1. Senators and Representatives, and all Judicial, State and 


County Officers shall, before ‘entering upon the duties of their respective 
vffices, take and subscribe to the following ost or affirmation: 

"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support, obey and defend 
the Constitution of the United- States, and the Constitution of the ae 
of Oklahoma, and will discharge the duties of my office with fidelity; that 
I jae not paid or contributed, either directly or itidirectly, any money 
or ofher valuable thing, to procure my nomination or election (or appoint: 


ment), exeept for necessary and proper expenses expressly authorized by 


law; that I have not; knowingly, violated aty election law of the State, or 


= 


procured it to be done by others in my behalf; that I will not, knowingly, 


receive, diréctly or indirectly, any money or other valuable thing for the per-_ 


formance or non-performance of any act or duty pertaini-..- to my office, 


other than the compensation allowed by law, and I further swear (or affirm) 
\ 


that I will not receive, use or travel upon any free pass or on free transpo.- 


tation during my term of office.” 


* 


Sec. 2. The foregoing oath shall be administered by some person auth- 


orized to administer oaths, and in the case of officers and judges of the 


* 


Supreme Court, shall be filed in the office of the Secretary of State, and 


+ 


in case of other judicial and county officers, in the office of the clerk of 


€ 


the county in which the same is taken; any person refusing to take said 


* 


oath or affirmation, shall forfeit his office, and any person who shall have 
been convicted of having sworn or affirmed falsely, or having violated said 
oath or affirmation, shall be guilty of perjury, and shall be disqualified from 
holding any office of trust or profit within the State. The oath to members 
of the Senate and House of Representatives shall be administered in the 


i: 


hall of the house to which the members shall have been elected, by one of 


the judges of the Supreme Court, or in case no such judge is present, then 


17 


18 


E 


as 


by any person authorized to administer oaths. 


P^ 


Comittee Report No. 28 


State Commissioner of Charities 


2 


19 . 


and Corrections 


Section 1. "There shall be one officer, to be known as the Commissioner 
I 


of Charities and Corrections, who shall be elected in the same manner, at 


the same time, and for the same term as shaM the Governor. Said officer 


» 


may be of either sex, and shall be twenty-five (25) years of age or over; 


in all other respects said officer shall have the qualifications which shall 
be required of the Governor. - 

Sec. 2. The said Commissioner of Charities and Corrections shall have 
the power, and it is hereby made his or her duty, to investigate the entire 
system of publie charities and corrections, to examine into the condition 


* 


and management of all prisons, jails, almshouses, reformatories, reform 


and industrial schools, hospitals, infirmaries, dispensaries, orphanages and 
all public and private retreats and asylums, wh.ch derive their support 


wholy or in part from the tSate, or from any county or municipality 


1 
within the State; and the officers of the various institutions named herein 


shall promptly, upon demand, furnish the said Commissioner with such 


I 
f 


information, relating to their respective institutions, as shall be demanded 


^ 


by said Commissioner, in writing. The said Commissioner shall have the 
power to summon any person to appear and produce such books and papers 
y 


as shall be designated in the summons, and to give testimony, under oath, 
concerning the matter and institution under investigation. The said Com- 


i hi 


missioner shal have the power to administer oath to such persons as may 


1 


be summoned, and to enforce all such powers as are given to notaries 


+ 


public when they are taking depositions. A ful] report of sard investiga- 


tion, including the testimony, shall be promptly made to the Governor, and 


1 


e 


shall be transferred by the Governor to the next legislature with any sug- 


gestions which the Governor may desire to make. > 


+ 


Sec. 3. On the first day of October, of each year, and at any time, on 


^ 


request of the Governor, the said Commissioner shall make the Govérnor 


an eu or 


é 
—42— - 


a 


2 


a fu Hand complete report of the operations and administration of said 
office, with such suggestions as said Commissioner may deem suitable and 
pertinent. 

Sec. 4. The legislature shall have the power to alter, amend or add 
to the duties of, "d grant such additional authority to such Commissioner 
as it may deem proper. 


Committee Report No. 28, adopted February 1907. 


Ys 


Public Roads, Highways and Inter- 


10 


nal Improvements | 


Section 1. The Legislature is directed to establish a Department of 


^N 


e 


Highways, and shall have the power to create improvement districts and 
provide for building and maintaining public roads, and may provide for the: 
utilzation of convict and punitive labor thereon. 


Sec. 2. The State of Oklahoma hereby accepts all reservauons and 


E 
E + 


fands for public highways made under any grant, agreement, treaty or act 


ay z 
of Congress; Provided, This section shal not be construed to prejudire 
& 


$ 
voc 
the vested rights of any tribe, allottee or other person to any such land. 


< 


- Comittee Report No. 33 
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Suffrage 


Section 1. The qualified electors of the State shall be male citizens 


. 
£^ 


of the United States, citizens of the State, and male persons of Indian 


r 


descent, native to the United States, who are over the age of twenty-one 


years, who have resided in the State one year, in the County six months, 


and in the election precinct thirty days, next preceding the election at 


which any such elector offers to vote; Provided, That no person adjudged 


Li 


guilty of a felony, after the adoption of this Constitution, subject to such 


exceptions as the Legislature may prescribe, unless his citizenship shall 


have been restored in the manner provided by law; nor any person, while 


* 
bi 


kept in à poorhouse or other asylum at the public expense except Confed- 
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erate and Federal ex-soldiers; nor any person in a public prison, nor any 


idiot or lunatic, shall be entitled to vote at any election under the laws 


3 l 
‘ 


of this State. 
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Séc. 2.. The Leid io máy maké &dditidnal] limitatiohs on the right 


of suffrage and may add additional disabilities thereto, but in no event shall 
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the Legislature change the disqualfications or disabilities herein men- 
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Sec. 3. No nfficer, soldier or marine of the regular army or navy of 


5 " 
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the United States shall be entitled to vote at any election in this State; 


Go. “ 
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section shall not be construed to include membéits: 


de ab ES "s 


Provided, That this 
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Committee Report No. 34 


Public Health and Sanitation 


The Legislature shall create a — of Health, Board of Dentistry 
Board of Pharmacy, and pure Food Commission, and prescrtba: the duties 
of each. AJl physicians, dentists and pharmacists now ;eg4lly registered 
and practicing in bte and Indian Territory shall be eligible to regis- 


tration in the State of Oklanoma without examination or cost. 


Committee Report No. 37 


Homesteads and Exemptions 


10 


-— 


Section 1. The homestead of any family in this State, not within any 


city, town or village, shall consist of not more than one hundred and sixty 


^ 


acres of land, which may be in one or ‘more parcels, to be selected by the- 


^ 


owner, The homestead within any city, town or village, owned and occu-- 
.pied as a residence only, shall consist of not exceeding one acre of land. 


to be selected by the owner; Provided, That the same shall not exceed in 


4 


value the sum of five thousand dollars, and in no event shal] the homestead 


- 


be reduced to less than one-quarter of an acre, without regard to value; 


And Provided Further, That in case said homestead is used for both resi- 


dence and business purposes, the homestead interests therein shall not 


i 


S. 


- 


1 exceed in value the sum of five thousand dollars; Provided, That nothing 


3 in the laws of the United States, or any treaties with the Indian Tribes 
a. | in, the State, shall deprive any Indian or other allottee of the benefit of 
4 the homestead and exemption laws of this State; And Provided Further 
5 That any temporary renting of the homestead shall not change the char- 
6 -— of the same, when no other homestead has Dens acquired. 
1 Sec. 2. The homestead of the family shall be, and is hereby protected 
8 Rot forced sale, for the payment of debts, except for the mmi money 
9 iu therefor or a part of such ninnan money, the taxes due thereon, or for 
10 ' work and material used in constructing improvements thereon; nor shall 
11 the owner, if married, sel] the homestead without the cent of his or 
12 her spouse, given in such manner as may be prescribed by law; Provided, 
13 Nothing in - chapter shall prohibit any person from mortgaging his 
14 aitaa the spouse, 1f any, joining therein. 
15 Sec. 3. After the adoption of this Constitution, Paragraph Three, of 


16 J Section Four, and Section Five, of Chapter Thirty-four, Statutes of Okla- 


H 


17 : homa, of 1892, shall be imperative; Provided, That no property shall be 


18 ` | exempt for any part of the purchase price while the same, or any part 


LS 


thereof, remains in the possession of the original vendee, or in possession 


"E 
m 


of any purchaser from such vendee, with notice; And Provided Further, 


The Legislature may change or amend the terms of this chapter. * 
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| Committee Report No. 38 


Salaries and Compensation of Pub- 
| lic Officers. i 


1 Of 


1 Section 1. The salary of the Justices of the Supreme Court of the 


a State of Oklahoma shall be fixed at Four Thousand Dollars ($4,000.00) per 


3 , annum each, and that of the Judges of the District Court at Three Thousand’ 


4 Dollars ($3,000.00) per annum each, until changed by the Législature. 
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Committee Report No. 40 


- 


Printing Plant 


Section 1. The Legislature shall have, the power to establish a state 


printing plant, and to provide for the election or appointment of a State 


Printer. 
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Committee Report No. 4l 
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Banks and Bankin g, Loan, 


B © © n ew a e» © w m 


Trust and Guaranty 


. Companies 


Section 1. General laws shall be enacted by the legislature providing 
i ` ~4 
for the creating of a Banking Department, to be under the control of a 


Bank Commissioner, who shall be appointed by the Governor for a term 


P 


of four years, by and with the consent of the Senate, with sufficient power 
and authority to regulate and control off State Banks, Loan, Trust and 
dm 
Guaranty Companies, under laws which shall provide for the protection of 
depositors and individual stockholders. 
Sec. 2. The legal rate of interest shall not exceed six (6) per centum 


per annum in the absence of any contract as to the rate of interest, ahd, 


by contract, parties may agree upon any rate not to exceed ten (10) per 


E * 
centum per annum, and, until reduced by the legislature, said rates of six 
(6) and ten (10) per centum shall be, respectively, the legal and the maxi- 


mum contract rates of interest. 


Sec. 3. The taking, receiving, reserving or charging a rate of interest 


- 


greater than is allowed by the preceding section, when knowingly done, 


shall -be deemed a forfeiture of the entire interest which the note, bill or 


<A - 


other evidence of debt carries with it, or which has been agreed to be 
paid thereon. In case a greater rate of interest has been paid, the person 


by whom it has been paid, or his legal representatives, may recover from 


a 7 
x v, 


the person, firm or corporation taking or receiving the same, in an action 


g D 


in the nature of an action of debt, twice the amount of the interest so paid: 


Provided, Thät such action shall be brought within two years after the- 


maturity of such usurious contract: Provided Further, however, that this: 


* 


section may be subject to such changes as the legislature may prescribe. 


Committee Report No. 44 


County and Township Organiza- 


am 


tion and Government 


- 


Jj 
Section 1. Each county in this State,.now or hereafter organized, shall 


be a body politic and corporate. 
IM 


Ser. 2. There are hereby created, subject to change by the legislature, 


in and for each organized county of this State, the offices of Judge of the 


1 


County Court, County Attorney, Clerk of the District Court, County Clerk, 


Sheriff, County Treasurer, Register of Deeds, County Surveyor, Superin- 
uid" 


tendent of Public Instruction, three County Commissioners, and such muni- 


cipal township officers as are now provided for under the laws of the Terri- 


tory of Oklahoma, except as in this Constitution otherwise provided. 


Adopted February , 1907. 
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